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1. Pollowin: is subnitted wn account of ths events leading
up tc an actual bailous of Gept. R. P. Fortune rmd crew on R3 July
l)z.*..,_,.
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8. Ly crcw was briefed to steze throush Iwo for refueling
enroute to Rashin, Yo"ea, where wmines were Lo be laid. T took off
Irom Base 12295K 1:¢ néing st Ivio 1545K. The flizht erew did
ite ovn refuieling, @nd it wes found that beesuse of the necensity
of messing the Plirht crew, the gne hour and forty-five minutes
that nl Dsed between lending and "stotions timed was sufficisnt
only to fill the tenks, but not %o top then o“f. I% gﬁs brouzht

1,
.\
.31

o my attention through chence remark of Maj. sner?
recuired transfer once o day fror: one under: 3und resgHvolr to the
otuer in an cttempt to keep the gesoline coel. Ths tAill sunner

vho helped fuel the >1rp4fne reported later thyT“Pe%ﬁ
Jagoline was unususlly hot to the o uch, A1} - A

vin
ne tanﬂﬁ

o

tenks viere filled to the top #né checked,
topped before toke-off as previously sxp L»e

AI. . ;e( j >J>._\JOK, clnc tlle
centigh/of a forty

J}Y}ﬁVPTS“ winds

be. The normal teke-off was o
mission was flown ag briefed with the
Llnute delay in arrival ot the taiget

encountersd over the Sea of Japan, Mind laid as hriefed and
the return to Iwo was made ‘ot 1 70O Tt. k\ hing uvnusual occured
up to this point, //j/’ iy

C. Upon arrival ove#(lwo at 063K a thorough fuel check
Was mwdes Cruise control Lib: 1domeLqr§ and "How Goes It were
in close oz eement,- nd ¢ndiq\tea that/dvproximately 1442 zallons
of fuel remsined *t Lﬂaimilmea\\ﬁgigﬂél 1>nd1n~ tlue atb Btse Was
1922K. Out BTA at pise wes 194 .1cut1n a regerve flyingz tine
of on¢ hour snd twédby-one ninutes. ‘This was CSlculatcd ageinst @
run out of zus tiien of llObK on the "How Goes It", “'ith this
infor:istion the-adedision wasig-de to procesd to base

Anothsr rouldyne check of fuel remeining was rnde ofb apDrox%-
imaetely 20-30N. ”&c&lrgkoﬁu indicuted an estimsted 1100 zallons
fuel remaining,

At 18-00N it was D ou sht to my attention thet ths 1iuvidonete
vere falling off rapidly. aL this UOLnt a re calculntlon of fuel
Wwas made, cnd it vas egtine
with @ total of 490 rsallons ren: iining, It was uy opinion that
the lisuidometers sicre not correct in 1izht of our nreviosus
ccloulations, ond tuct althoush it would be close accordin:s to
the ll'hldonﬁturs 1.8 OUlk nake base, hhioh va g“nLoxlrntely
ore hour zndé Iifteon miﬂutas awaye. The vower gethbins vas reduced
from 1800 to 1800 r. p. e, and vie begun & grsdusl descent from
15,200 ©t.
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th=t 2rsoline

of’

ted thct we hz=@ 380 zallon: of usable fusd




As ve procesded south, the liguldometers continued to fall
repidly, and I then alerted the craw Tor = possible ditching or
bailout. As the lijuidometer on ff ons showed empty, the engine
sputtered from luck of fuel., At this time the radio operator
gent an emergency ressacse to Wing radio station. The message
was receinted for.

Fuel was tiransferred from the inboard encines o the out-
board engines until fuel wus exhausted in thse inboard tanks, znd
nuniber 2 and 3 engines were feathered, In view of an sltitude of
11,000 ft., the power settinz was reduced to 1400 r. p. m. on the
remainin; (outboard) enginss. Liguidometers indicuted 25 gallons

emeininz in each outboard engines The crew had already checked
all equinment and were aware of the situation. I instruected them
to bail out of thc forwsrd znd aft bomb bays at the second
signel alari bell. The radar operestor wee to stand by on inter-
phone to report to me when the last men was out of fihe reasr.

Just north of Anatahan the pilot wcs in contdqt with "Room
Service"™, and I informed "Condor Iother® of the inpdnding bailout,
Ditehing was out of the guestion because of nrob“h insufficient
control of the ecirersft. Bmerzsency I. F. and Condor liother

told me they had us "in sight", The radio oneTET zent the
bailout message and screved down the key :t 1638K. D bay doors

were onened while =t 7,000 ft,. P \ : %

d. The crew bailed out
operator informed me that all men Q!
the reor and that he wes then leavi
navigstor, boumbsrdier, ensineer and
borb bay, becuxirsc, in tho
the nocs gesr and raised t)i4
had decided to use this
my seast in the event of
unstable flight of the ailr
pilot had revorted =ll med
leaving the »ple ne . ,,$ug au
elevotor off.
I called

I was leaving
informed me thé
turned the pla
instruments notb

"ui"';»uccecsion. The wrader
succggefully beiled out of
n2 redio operator,
beilad out of the front
The pilot had louered
,*cwed to the rear. I
einy, trapped after having
of wouer “nd.rbsultinf
ouzh I didntt he~y it, the
) front immediately bsfawe
Zd been set up with the

(l>
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nﬁor Mother and weported sll men were out, and that
940K dt(i ,000 £ft. Condor Mother receipted and

Help wasjalready enroute to our position. I

20 degre right of Saipan, end checked the

!

. thet 4/one was cutting out.

I broced mys Gad first fuce forward, down = the nose
wheel well end pulled nyself outb. efore Ublilnn tiie ripcord,
I rechecksad ny parschute straps. -Atu; felling an esticated

1,000 ft. to 1,500 ft. I pulled the ripcord, =nd the chute
opened with & light Jjerk, As I desccended, I counted ten parachutes
to the Torth.

1 attenpted to unbuckle amy ciute, hut was uvnable to do so
before hitting the wcter. I went sboubt eizht feet under the surfzcee,
but felt no hard jar as I ;vtﬁred he water. 1 stru~gled to free
myself of my chute, «md in 01n“ 80 hecame even more snbangled
in ths shroud lines, At this point I relaved, pulled the l'as Test
cords, and only the lefd ol(@ inflated slthoungzh I had previously
cmeckea both €02 cylinders. I then submerzed snd carefully
disintengled mys« olf from the shroud llnﬂs. I opened and inflated
ghe ruft without difficulty, however I wes too exh¥usted to climb
aboerd. I lay in the water with only my feet in the dingy.

After severse 1 minutes, my strength returned sufficiently to allow
me to c¢limb into the diaghy. After another short rest I loceted
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¢ a4 stowed all emergency eruinment. I put out the dye marker and
used tha signel mirror bte etbract tha attertion of numerous
airceraft in the area. I was then loccted and cireled by seversal
airplecnes, About an hour znd tventy ninutes aftar bailout I
748 token aboard a navy crash boat where I received superd
attention. The remainder of my crew were brought sbosrdé the
same craft hithln Torty minuvtes,

Other erew nmenboers experl *nced no particular difficulities
with the exception of the enzinser who had injured his back
probably at the time his chute opened, He was picked up, uncon-

scious, supported only by his Mae Test. His uwninflated dinghy was

found floating nearby. This men is an excitable type of nerson
gnd it is my belief thzt he became compleitely exhsusted while
frantically strugzling with his parachute shroud lings.

2. The following comments =nd recornendationdlare
subrmitted as a result of this experience.

a, Buz-est thet when steging A/C Larousm ?o,
consideration be iven to the excessive zesoline terd tux @8
and more tire given in which to *r0“urly.$sg\pff fuel x

be Su;cest thet whenever » y‘ibie "nd GBDOClGlly
on longz flights, oTew be glloved to Xy t“°1 ]omn gircraft
beit Renton of ichita.

¢. Sugcest that C-1 vest ‘q/‘o€ifﬁed a$ to »reclude

tre viearin: of & buck type ;putazg tOh\Q cunberscrms srticles
of equipment as wis the £ A B onlr yomber of the crew
who wics injured, //

d. ALlthouzh preh'
croved valuable to the erow,
rut on how %o uxtrwcq%e\on 8¢7

12hy drill was excellent and
that rors emphasis be
a narsachute hsrness,

cus w

s e ™
€. Jqé/e st thnt all cerew members be tauzht how bo swim
e fad 'l '

X}
to fly¢ ?o1ort nissions.

an

s Xy OPJnloﬂg the nose wheel well is/excellen
escape exit r Airnlﬁne Commander, I believe that I er sily
cleored all projedb~n;,p€rtu of the plene.

Ge Susmest that sll cersw be briefed on the use of
Condor llother znd Condor Buse in an urgent situation close to
base, Thelr rcdar snd radio Tfacilities make them the most
reiliulo conteet to establish.

he The Air Bes Rsscuse vrogreai, both indoctxin tion snd
orneration, is excellent snd the results it has achieved make for
greater confidence in cass of sn emergency, thus Mllotln; air
crev nembers to think more clearly of the limedictec problems.
I feel that at lesst once g month, ¢ rews should be given a short
refrasher lecture on A. S. R. facilities ahd procedures

ROBIRT 2+ FORTUHE
Capt., aAlr Colps
Alrvlane Coimander




